THE  /cNNUALd  REPORT 

OP  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  DRIFFIELD, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1894. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
81st,  1894,  including  the  statistical  returns  of  the  deaths  in  the  district,  and 
the  various  measures  adopted  for  the  prevention  of  disease. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  there  were  registered,  according  to  the 
monthly  returns  furnished  by  the  Registrar,  175  births  and  95  deaths. 

Of  the  births,  91  were  males  and  84  females. 

The  birth-rate  was  equal  to  80*6  per  1000,  out  of  a population  of  5701  ac- 
cording to  the  census  of  1891. 

Of  the  deaths  46  were  males,  and  49  females,  and  outkof  this  number  19 
died  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  as  against  17  in  1893. 

No  death  took  place  in  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

The  annual  death  rate  per  1000,  from  all  causes  for  the  year  under  notice, 
was  16*6,  which  contrasts  very  favourably  with  that  of  1893,  when  it  stood  at 

21*5. 

The  low  death  rate  therefore  is  the  first  feature  which  arrests  our  attention, 
and  one  that  will  naturally  be  regarded  as  a satisfactory  indication  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  health  of  the  community  has  been  recently  maintained. 

We  have  escaped  any  invasion  from  the  various  epidemics  with  which  in 
former  years  we  have  so  often  been  assailed — as  for  instance,  that  of  Influenza, 
which  prevailed  amongst  us  with  such  great  fatality  in  1893— more  especially 
amongst  the  aged  and  infirm  who  were  the  least  able  to  withstand  the  shock. 

Neither  can  we  ascribe  this  favourable  result  to  any  special  deficiency 
or  excess  in  the  amount  of  rainfall,  for,  according  to  the  careful  records  kept  at 
the  Meteorological  Station  by  Mr  Wm.  Lovel,  the  quantity  of  rain  which  fell 
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last  year  stood  at  28’ 15  inches,  which  may  be  considered  to  be  about  an  average 
supply,  if  we  go  back  and  compare  with  a series  of  years.  The  annual  tempera- 
ture has  also  been  normal  in  character,  and  does  not  present  any  remarkable 
fluctuations.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  other  circumstances  must  be  sought  out  to 
account  for  this  apparent  improvement,  and  for  the  comparative  immunity  from 
sickness  which  we  have  enjoyed  during  the  past  year. 

At  the  risk  even  of  becoming  wearisome,  inasmuch  as  I have  referred  to  the 
same  circumstance  elsewhere,  although  at  the  same  time  it  would  not  be  easy  to 
exaggerate  its  importance — I venture  again  to  allude  to  the  cheap  and  abundant 
supply  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  such  as  the  community  have  been  favoured  with 
during  the  past  12  months.  The  poorer  classes,  who  are  always  the  first  to  suffer 
during  times  of  scarcity,  have  been  well  fed,  and  have,  therefore,  been  more  strongly 
fortified,  and  better  capable  of  resisting  the  different  varieties  of  illness,  to  which 
all  are  liable — however  unequally  distributed  they  may  sometimes  be. 

Poverty  and  privation  are  necessarily  predisposing  causes  to  sickness  in 
its  various  forms,  indeed  the  two  conditions  usually  go  together,  for  it  must  be 
obvious  if  the  main  sources  of  defence  are  wanting,  and  the  body  falls  into  a 
state  of  weakness,  we  are  then  apt  to  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  numerous 
enemies  by  which  we  are  surrounded  If  history  teaches  us  anything  whatever, 
it  must  be  how  invariably  the  scarcity  of  food  and  the  prevalence  of  disease 
accompany  one  another,  for  like  twin  sisters,  when  one  of  them  has  once 
appeared,  the  other  may  be  expected  to  be  not  very  far  off. 

Upon  an  analysis  of  the  monthly  return  from  the  Registrar  we  do  not  find 
any  of  the  so-called  zymotic  diseases  to  take  a prominent  part,  for  we  have  had 
but  three  deaths  from  typhoid  fever,  and  only  one  of  those  seems  to  have  fallen 
a victim  to  the  primary  attack.  Two  fatal  cases  of  scarlatina  have  also  been 
registered,  and  one  of  diarrhoea  in  an  aged  person  who  died  at  the  Union 
Workhouse. 

Neither  whooping  cough,  diphtheria,  nor  measles,  has  claimed  a single 
victim  ; and  small  pox,  an  outbreak  of  which  gave  us  so  much  trouble  and  anxiety 
last  year,  has  passed  us  over  on  this  occasion  without  giving  us  the  least  concern. 

In  comparing  the  deaths  from  other  complaints,  with  the  list  of  former 
years,  none  stand  out  so  prominently  as  to  deserve  any  special  notice,  but  as  we 
have  before  remarked  singular  coincidences  happen  as  to  the  precise  number  of 
individuals  who  fall  a prey  to  the  same  form  of  disease  from  year  to  year. 

This  somewhat  remarkable  circumstance  has  recurred  so  frequently  as  almost 
to  justify  the  belief  that  a certain  number  of  our  fellow  creatures  were  fore- 
doomed by  some  unknown  law,  to  succumb  to  special  kinds  of  disease,  as  for 
instance  to  cancer,  pthisis,  heart  disease,  and  bronchitis,  so  uniform  do  they 
appear,  as  regards  their  number  on  our  death  roll. 

Tt  might  lead  to  some  interesting  results,  if  the  same  comparisons  were 
made  over  wider  areas,  so  as  to  ascertain  if  similar  coincidences  occurred  else- 
where,  or  if  they  were  merely  confined  to  particular  districts,  inasmuch  as  such 
an  enquiry  might  elicit  important  information,  and  constitute  a valuable  addition 
to  our  vital  statistics. 

Reference  has  sometimes  been  made  in  former  reports  to  the  dwellings  of 
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our  working  population,  as  not  in  some  instances  affording  all  the  conveniences, 
necessary  for  healthy  occupation. 

Doubtless  a great  improvement  has  taken  place  of  late  years  in  this  descrip- 
tion of  property.  We  have,  as  regards  our  own  district,  better  drainage,  a 
plentiful  water  supply,  more  living  space  so  as  to  admit  of  a more  complete 
separation  of  a family,  and  consequently  we  find  a less  tendency  to  overcrowding 
than  prevailed  under  the  old  system. 

Occasional  specimens  of  the  latter  may  still  be  met  with,  but  these  are 
gradually  falling  into  disuse,  for  they  cease  to  attract  eligible  tenants,  and  thus 
by  degrees,  they  ultimately  disappear,  and  make  way  for  more  desirable  habita- 
tions. 

Those  who  are  able  to  compare  the  present  with  the  past,  must  be  strongly 
impressed  with  the  striking  improvement  that  has  been  effected  in  the  homes  of 
the  industrial  classes  within  recent  years.  Formerly  a clay  or  mud  floor  was 
what  the  occupier  stepped  upon  when  he  returned  home  from  his  daily  labour, 
and  the  chief  articles  of  furniture  consisted  of  a single  table,  a few  chairs,  in 
some  instances  a clock,  together  with  sundry  specimens  of  crockery  in  the  corner 
cupboard  ; a step  ladder  afforded  the  sole  means  of  access  to  the  sleeping  room 
above,  where  might  be  seen  a couple  of  beds  and  some  large  boxes,  all  placed 
under  a sloping  roof  that  only  permitted  the  inmates  here  and  there  to  assume 
the  upright  position. 

Now  all  this  has  since  passed  away,  unless  we  except  a few  specimens  as 
may  still  be  met  with  in  some  of  our  rural  villages. 

Instead  of  the  dismal  pictures  already  sketched,  we  find  the  steady  and  in- 
dustrious labourer  and  his  family  living,  as  a rule,  in  a far  better  position,  with? 
a comfortable  sitting  room  in  front,  and  a kitchen  behind,  and  furnished  in  a 
style  such  as  in  past  times  would  be  deemed  at  least  elegant  if  not  extravagant, 
the  walls  adorned  with  pictures,  together  with  many  other  accompaniments  of 
civilized  life,  whilst  the  bedrooms  above  present  a corresponding  aspect  of  neat- 
ness and  comfort. 

The-«e  are  changes  which  must  tend  to  increase  self-respect,  to  refine  the 
taste  and  character  of  the  rising  generation,  and  to  constitute  a laudable  ex- 
ample for  them  to  imitate  ; even  the  charms  of  literature  are  not  entirely  lost 
sight  of,  for  of  these  we  have  ample  proof  in  the  well-stored  shelves,  and  the 
penny  newspaper  whereby  the  working  man  and  his  family  may  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  passing  events  of  their  own  times,  and 
thus  to  acquire  an  intelligent  interest  both  in  local  affairs  as  well  as  in  the  pro- 
ductions of  minds  more  highly  gifted,  or  placed  under  moa  favourable  conditions 
for  their  development  than  has  probably  happened  to  themselves. 

In  some  respects  the  residents  in  a town  may  be  said  to  enjoy  greater 
advantages  than  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  his  fellow-labourer  in  the  country,  for 
his  surroundings  are  as  a rule  brought  more  regularly  under  the  notice  of  the 
Urban  Authority  or  their  officials. 

As  the  Guardians  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  avail  themselves  of  Urban 
powers,  the  same  supervision  and  control  is  not  exercised  in  the  construction  of 
cottages  as  prevails  in  the  larger  towns. 
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The  most  fatal  period  of  life,  as  may  readily  be  anticipated,  has  been  from 
the  age  of  65  and  upwards,  when  33  persons  have  died  as  against  35  for  1893. 
The  next  period  is  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65  when  the  deaths  amount  to  28, 
this  being  precisely  the  same  number  as  happened  in  the  previous  year,  and  19 
have  died  under  the  age  of  one  year  as  compared  with  22  for  1893. 

The  large  mortality  amongst  young  children  therefore  still  remains  a pro- 
minent feature  in  our  annual  death-roll. 

Causes. — Having  thus  given  a brief  summary,  of  the  number  of  deaths,  I 
may  here  append  the  following  table  : — 

Monthly  Distribution  of  Heaths,  with  Bainfall  and  Temperature. 


Deaths. 

Total. 

Rainfall. 

Inches. 

Tempeb 

Highest. 

.ATUEE. 

Lowest. 

January 

11 

2-00 

4lo 

30o 

February 

9 

3-00 

45o 

32o 

March 

9 

1-18 

51° 

32o 

April 

7 

1-81 

55° 

38o 

May 

5 

1-84 

54o 

38o 

June 

3 

4-00 

61o 

46° 

July 

8 

2-97 

67° 

50° 

August 

9 

1-77 

63o 

48o 

September 

8 

1-00 

58o 

44o 

October 

7 

4 35 

53o 

40o 

November 

6 

1-61 

50o 

39o 

December 

13 

2-62 

44o 

34o 

95 

28.15 

54o 

39o 

Pursuing  our  enquiries  still  further  into  the  general  causes  of  death,  we  are 
able  to  trace  out  from  the  monthly  returns  some  of  the  most  fatal  forms  of 
disease. 

Heart  affections  have  been  fatal  in  8 instances,  and  7 deaths  are  ascribed 
to  tubercular  disease  including  phthisis. 

Bronchial  diseases  account  for  21  deaths,  and  coincide  precisely  with  those 
recorded  for  1893. 

Cerebral  diseases  have  resulted  in  13  deaths  these  being  in  excess  of  those 
registered  for  the  previous  year,  and  cancer  has  carried  off  6 persons  as  against 
5 who  fell  victims  to  the  same  complaint  during  the  years  1892  and  1893. 

Two  deaths  have  been  caused  by  injuries,  and  the  rest  from  complaints  of  a 
variable  and  uncertain  type,  including  11  from  old  age,  1 from  epistaxis  and  1 
from  premature  birth,  beyond  which  it  would  be  superflous  to  enter  into  further 
detail. 

Sanitations. — Under  this  head  may  be  included  the  results  of  various 
systematic  visits  made  by  the  Inspector  and  myself,  and  consists  mainly  of  short 
abstracts  taken  from  the  Monthly  Journal,  which  is  duly  submitted  to  the 
sanitary  committee  at  their  regular  meetings,  and  action  taken  thereon  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  instructions. 
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It  will  be  needless  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  drainage  and  water  supply, 
further  than  to  state  no  complaints  have  reached  us  which  have  not  been 
carefully  attended  to,  and  on  the  whole  these  two  systems,  which  have  such  an 
important  bearing  upon  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  Urban  district  are  each 
fulfilling  their  intended  purposes  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Further  details  as  to  the  character  of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  brief  abstracts,  taken  from  my  Monthly 
Journal,  where  a record  is  kept  of  the  proceedings  in  which  I have  taken  part, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who  has  been  my  regular 
companion  on  each  occasion,  and  from  whom  I have  derived  valuable 
assistance. 

January. — Visited  this  month  the  Public  Schools,  a manure  manufactory, 
the  Union  Workhouse,  and  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

As  regards  the  Union  Workhouse,  certain  alterations  were  then  under  con- 
sideration for  the  improvement  of  the  tramp  wards.  These  have  since  been 
carried  out  with  promising  results.  Other  parts  of  the  district  were  also  inspected, 
amongst  them  a Printing  Establishment,  also  the  Filtration  Area,  where  a fresh 
site  had  recently  been  fixed  upon  for  the  reception  of  night  soil,  and  was  then 
approaching  completion. 

Death  rate  23d. 

February. — Several  parts  of  our  district  were  visited  this  month,  including 
the  lodging  houses,  the  canal  boats,  and  the  Filtration  Area,  where  the  new  ground 
for  storing  night  soil  had  recently  been  brought  into  use. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  also  brought  to  me  for  examination,  both  of  which 
were  ascertained  to  be  impure  and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Death  rate  18*9. 

March. — The  poorer  portions  of  the  Urban  District  came  chiefly  under  our 
notice  this  month,  which  it  may  be  needless  to  specify,  and  although  the  property 
we  visited  was  mainly  of  an  antiquated  character,  we  found  no  special  cause  for 
complaint. 

The  water  supply  and  drainage,  those  two  essentials  for  the  maintenance  of 
health,  were  adequate  for  all  requirements. 

Certain  minor  defects  were  pointed  out  as  to  the  importance  of  keeping  the 
surface  free  from  impurities,  and  these  have  since  been  attended  to. 

Death  rate  1 8*9. 

April  — Attended  a special  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  investigate 
a complaint  as  to  the  unsanitary  state  of  certain  premises  used  as  offices,  and  a 
resolution  was  passed  dealing  with  the  matter. 

Tn  compliance  with  some  recent  instructions,  we  visited  the  various  Sewing 
Establishments  and  Workshops  to  ascertain  how  far  the  regulations  were  complied 
with,  and  whether  due  attention  w7as  paid  to  the  health  of  those  employed  therein. 
The  slaughter  houses  also  came  under  our  observation. 

Death  rate  l4-7. 

May. — This  month  a selection  was  made  of  such  localities  as  we  deemed  to  be 
most  in  need  of  occasional  supervision,  and  some  emphasis  was  laid  in  the  report 
upon  the  importance  of  getting  rid  of  manure  and  rubbish  heaps,  which  are  liable 
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to  collect  in  certain  recesses,  and  the  necessity  of  their  removal  at  regular  intervals, 
so  as  to  keep  both  the  soil  and  the  air  free  from  pollution. 

Most  of  the  cowsheds  came  under  our  observation  this  month. 

Death  rate  105. 

June. — A fatal  case  of  scarlet  fever  became  the  subject  of  enquiry  in  a child 
aged  5 years,  who  died  after  an  illness  that  only  lasted  a few  hours.  Another 
child,  suffering  from  the  same  complaint,  was  living  in  the  house,  so  that  the 
infection  had  most  likely  proceeded  from  this  source.  We  gave  certain  instructions 
as  to  the  precautions  that  ought  to  be  taken,  amongst  others  a speedy  interment,, 
and  fortunately  the  disease  spread  no  further,  and  thus  died  out.  The  premises 
were  afterwards  provided  with  proper  drainage  and  water  supply,  and  thereby  under- 
went a marked  improvement. 

Visited  the  lodging  houses,  as  well  as  other  localities,  which  need  no  speciaL 
comment. 

Death  rate  6 '3. 

July. — Visited,  along  with  the  Inspector,  various  localities  it  would  be  needless 
to  enumerate. 

No  fresh  cases  of  scarlet  fever  came  under  our  notice,  and  the  apprehended 
invasion  therefore  had  then  passed  over. 

The  Public  Schools  were  visited,  and  as  the  result  it  did  not  appear  there 
were  many  absentees  in  consequence  of  illness. 

Death  rate  16 ’8. 

August. — Amongst  other  parts  visited,  our  attention  w?as  specially  directed  to 
an  unoccupied  space,  formerly  an  ancient  road,  which  had  become  a convenient 
receptacle  for  rubbish,  as  well  as  being  used  as  a poultry  yard,  and  was  likely  to 
degenerate  into  a public  nuisance. 

Attention  was  also  called  to  the  danger  incurred  by  the  public  at  the  crossing 
adjoining  the  Railway  Station,  owing  to  the  increasing  number  of  trains  running  to 
and  fro,  and  where  a serious  accident  might  at  any  time  occur. 

Death  rate  18*9. 

September. — A general  inspection  was  made  this  month  of  the  Filtration  Area, 
Sewing  Establishments,  Workshops,  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  and  Cow- 
sheds, and  some  SDecial  remarks  were  made  in  reference  to  the  two  latter,  in  which 
it  was  suggested  they  were  open  to  certain  improvements. 

The  Filtration  Area,  when  visited,  was  then  doing  its  work  in  such  a 
manner  as  was  not  likely  to  create  any  complaint. 

Death  rate  16  -8. 

October. — Two  fatal  cases  of  typhoid  became  the  subjects  of  enquiry,  one 
occurring  to  a man  who  had  recently  lived  elsewhere,  and  had  come  home  in  bad 
health,  but  was  not  traceable  to  any  local  cause. 

The  other  happened  to  a girl  where  the  precise  source  of  contagion  could  not 
be  clearly  ascertained.  The  family  had  sometimes  drank  water  from  the  Beck,  and 
a case  of  illness  had  recently  occurred  in  the  same  row  of  a suspicious  character. 

The  Filtration  Area  was  also  visited,  and  the  different  sections  were  found  to 
be  acting  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Death  rate  14-7. 
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November. — We  had  again  a general  survey  of  the  district  this  month,  and  in 
the  course  of  our  inspection  we  came  upon  a family  who  were  living  in  such  a 
wretched  state  of  filth  and  neglect,  as  was  not  consistent  either  with  health  or 
decency.  They  have  since  gone  elsewhere. 

Visited  the  canal  boats  lying  at  the  River  Head,  and  the  Filtration  Area,  which 
was  then  free  from  any  obnoxious  smells. 

Death  rate  12*6. 

December. — Visited  the  Cottage  Hospital  and  the  Union  Workhouse.  In  the 
latter,  the  additional  conveniences  for  the  reception  of  vagrants,  now  approaching 
completion,  were  commented  upon,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  features  being  a 
bath-room,  which  can  hardly  be  looked  upon  as  being  unnecesary  or  a needless 
requirement.  Present  number  of  inmates  is  93,  as  against  76  at  the  same  period 
last  year. 

The  weather  at  this  period  was  unfavourable  for  sanitary  work  outside. 

Death  rate  27*3. 

I cannot  conclude  this  report  without  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee  for  the  pleasant  and  courteous  manner  in  which  they  have  afforded 
their  assistance  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters  that  have  needed  our 
attention  during  the  past  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Driffield,  Jan.  23rd,  1895. 


RICHARD  WOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Driffield  : W.  Sanderson  & Son,  Printers,  Market-place. 
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